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P R E F A C E. 


E reader is to obſerve, that the 
following work was propoſed 


| chiefly for ſuch perſons as have not ſo 
fairan opportunity of reading the whole 
of his hiſtory, leſt it ſhould be thought 
in ſome meaſure to degrade the judg- | 
ment of thoſe people who have read 


all his four volumes, and by that means 


lay a ſtumbling block of offence, which 


I would not willingly do to any man, 
It is likewiſe hoped that it will be read 
impartially and candidly, conſidering it 


| is 
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is the Author's firſt piece that ever he 


exhibited for public inſpection; let it 
therefore be approved or rejected ac- 
cording as it ſhall be found to be true 


; 2 
or falſe. 
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ABRIDGEMENT 


HISTORY of fJOSEPHUS. 


OSEPHUS was born in the year of our Lotd 
36, and of the Aſmonean line; and being a 
Prieſt himſelf of the Sacerdotal race, nobody 
will deny but that he was as well read in the 
Moſaical Laws as any man in that age: he had 
alſo an extraordinary gift in expounding dreams, 
and the faculty of unriddling many of thoſe 
ſecrets that God had been 23 to couch under 
veil and myſtery: he was a rſon' alſo perfectly 
well ſkeilled in the writings 0 e Holy Prophets ; 
and there is no reaſon but to believe that his 
courſe of life was conſonant with his prieſtly of- 
fice. He wrote the wars of the Jews about the 
56th year of his age, began his hiſtory with the 
antiquities, of the Jews, and according to his 
computation he makes the holy books of the 
Jews 1 to 5 the Hiſtory « of almoſt” 5000! years. 
| B He 


= being reckoned d from the beginir 20 of the 


A 1 


years from Adam to the 
death of Moſes, and 2000 from Moſes to his 
time. He reckons from Adam to the flood 1656 
years; from the ſpace between the flood to the 
death of Moſes 1518 years; from the death of 
Moſes to the birth Ohriſt 16 56. years; from 
the birth of Chriſt to the” r2th of Nero 70; all 
which amount to 4900 years; and upon cloſe 
examination into this chronology, there will ap- 


He makes out near 3 


pear from Adam to the death of Moſes 2993 


years ; from the death of Moſes to the building 
of Solomon's Temple $52.years ; 70 T bitt 
ing to the deſtruction of it by Nebuchadnezzer 
470 years; from that time to the end of the Ba- 


byloniſh gap e ee lea, „from the iſt of 

Cyrus, King of the Babylonians, ad Chaldeanz, | 
to the 130 5 Nero 6 393 from 15 C- 22th of Nero 
9 WAY 4 . of Domitian 28. year, the whole of 


hich will amgunt_to FLAKE ; wh ic ,..cobſi dering 


world,. it is as near 48 one could. exp ter 
15 death, 5 2 he Uiaclites were "faves, 

d under- ſervitude eto other 7 05 for e ſpace 
5 7 11, years; to Ham we Alyria. for 


8 Years 5. to Egl ee 6-5 Mfoabites, 18 
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Fears pt to Jabin, ng of the Canaanites 2 20 Fears; 
_ tothe d idianites, 7 ars; to che Ammonites 18, 
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wech of his ſeryant Moes, he 12850 
yerſes Js Ind 56, apd likewiſe, by Joſhua, 5 
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mercy ; neither were they to make any marriages 


no covenant with the inhabitants of the land 
when they ſhould poſſeſs it, but they were to 
deſtroy their altars, break down their images, 
and cut down their groves, and ſhew them no. 


with the daughters of the land; but when they 
came to be peaceable and ſettled in their poſ- 
ſeſſions, they forgot all thoſe things which God 
had told them reſpecting this matter, and ſo fell 
into all the evil conſequences that attended ſuch 
a neglect. In which time of ſervitude they had 
temporary judges immediately appointed by 


God, as may be ſeen in the Book of Judges, by 


whom they were miraculouſly delivered; not- 
withſtanding which they were anxiouſly ſolici- 
tous for a King, not being ſatisfied with the 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, for which 
reaſon God gave them a King in his wrath, 
who came to a miſerable end, the 3iſt chapter 
of the iſt Book of Samuel, verſe 4, the 13th 
of Hoſea, verſe 11. David ſucceeding him 


* who was of the tribe of Judah, and afterwards 


Solomon, his ſon, who were both rulers over 
the whole nation of the Jews. Rehoboam, the 
ſon of Solomon, ſucceeding his father, he was 
King over only two of the tribes, viz. Judah and 
Benjamin; the other 10 tribes revolted and 


went over to Jeroboam, abandoning the cauſe 


of God, by neglecting the true worſhiping him 


in his temple at Jeruſalem, which proved their 


deſtruction. The cauſe was in ſome meaſure 
wing to the iniquities of Solomon their King. 
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At the litter part of his life, there was a ſug- 
ceſſion of 21 Kings of the race of David in the 
ipace of near 500 years over the two tribes of 
Judah and 'Benjamin, and Kings of Jeruſalem 
all of them were; the two tribes reſided until 
they were as the prophets had predicted, in- 
tirely defeated, and carried priſoners to Baby- 
lon. Jeremiah 27, from the iſt ta the gth verſe; 


the 25th of Jeremiah, from the 8th to the 11th 


verſe; the 20th chapter of the 2d book of Kings, 
from 16 to the 19th verſe; the 26th of Jeremiah, 
from the 1ſt to the 7th verſe; the 28th of Jere- 


miah, from the 12th to the 15th-verſe; the 34th 


of Jeremiah, from the iſt to the 8th verſe; 


the goth of Iſaiah, from the iſt to the 8th verſe; 


the 24th of Ezekiel, from the 1ſt to the 15th 
verſe. Now all theſe were the prophecies con- 
cerning the captivity of the Jews in Babylon : - 
the accompliſhment of all theſe prophecies may 
be found in the 24th of the 2d book. of Kings, 
from the 1ſt to the 17th verſe, and the 25th, 


from the 1ſt to the 23d verſe ; the 36th of the 2d 


book ef Chronicles, the 67th verſe ; and from 


the 16th to the 22d verſe; the 1ſt of Daniel, to 


the th verſe; the 39th of Jeremiah, from the 
iſt to the 11th verſe; the g; ad of Jeremiah, from 


the 1ſt to the 323i verſe: all theſe preſages, and the 
event agree exactly together (a proof that they 


were infallibly and miraculouſly inſpired) 
from which paſſages we may learn, that, upon 


the entrance of Nebuchadnezzer into Jeruſalem, 


he put their King, Jehoiakim the father, to 
death, and made his ſon King in his ſtead; but 
Nebochadnezzers 


* 


ES] 
Nebuchadrezzer, contrary to faith, makes Jehoia- 
kim, (who was then King of Jeruſalem over 
thoſe that were left behind), his mother, and the 
moſt eminent of his friends all priſoners, had them 
bound and fettered and carried away to Baby- 
lon; and then Nebuchadnezzer ſet up Zedekiah 
in his place, upon condition not to fide with the 
King of Egypt; but he falſifies his word, and 
continues in obſtinacy, againſt all the councils 
and predictions of Jeremiah, upon which Nebu- 
chadnezzer beſieges Jeruſalem a ſecond time, 
pillages the temple, the palace, the city, and 
then burns the whole, puts out the eyes of Ze- 
dekiah the King, and carries him priſoner to Ba- 
bylon; ſo that Judeah and Jerufalem, (which 
was in the center of Judea), and the temple lay 
wholly abandoned for the ſpace of near 70 years; 
the other ten tribes were before tranſplanted by 
the Aſſyrians out of Samaria, and another people, 
put in their ſtead, This happened in the reign 
of Hoſea; the 17th of the 2d book of Kings, 
The name of theſe: people were Chutites, but 
were afterwards called Samaritans, on the ac- 
count of the name of that country. After the two 
tribes were delivered from this bondage and ſla- 
very by Cyrus, and leave given them, by virtue of 
an edict, to return to Jeruſalem and rebuild the 
temple and city, when they finiſhed them, 
though there was no compariſon to the former 
temple, they in a few years began to be juſt 
in the ſituation God had foretold to Solomon in 
the gth chapter of the iſt book of Kings, when 


he 
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he appeared to him in a dream, giving him to 
underſtand his approbation of the temple, and 
that he had accepted his ſacrifices and heard his 
prayers; that he would preſerve the temple and 
make it the houſe of his dwelling (that is to ſay) 


ſo long as he and his poſterity ſhould continue 


to walk before him, as David his father did, .in 
pureneſs of heart, (except in the caſe of Uriah), 


the r5th of the 1ſt book of Kings, verſe 5, pro- 


miſing him that he ſhould be advanced to the 
higheſt degree of earthly bliſs, to perpetuate the 
throne of Iſrael to his family, ſo that there 
mould never want a Prince of that line to weild 
that ſceptre. The voice told him, on the other 
hand, if ever they ſhould "betray, depart, or 
forget the worſhip they profeſſed, and run after 


ſtrange Gods, they ſhould be rooted out from 


off the face of the earth, and Iſrael ſhould be 


no longer a people, but after being: torn to 


pieces, and broken by wars and other calami- 
ties at home, they ſhould. be forced away to 
ſhift for themſelves in the wide world as vaga- 


bonds and exiles; that they ſhould be expoſed 


to the outrages and violence of their enemies; 
that they ſhould be like ſheep ſcattered to and 
fro, and be perpetually upon the brink of ruin. 
The . 26th' of Leviticus, from the 14th to the 
40th verſe. Now, when the commonwealth of 
the Jews was almoſt at an end, Herod the Great 
was made King over the nation of the Jews, and 
he had his abode in Jeruſalem; but he was made 
King by the power and authority of the Em- 


* peror 
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peror.of Rome (they had, it not in their power 
to ſet up a King of themſelves). ' Now this King 
Herod the Great began to reign long, before our 
Saviour appeared. in the fleſh, as King over the 
Jews, (from Which there will ariſe an objection,) 
where can. be the truth of that remarkable pre- 
diction of Jacob's, in the 49th of Geneſis, and 
10th verſe, © « the ſceptre thall not depart from 
Judah, nor a law gi ver from between, his cer, 
until, Sholoe come?“ in anſwer to which objec- 
tion there may be many things ſaid, 1ſt. It will 
not. be doubted. | but that the , meaning. of Ja- 
cob J words will. run, thus: that whenever the 
ſceptre or government came into the tribe of 
Judah, which it did in David's time, which may 
be ſeen in the bool of Ruth at large (a very 
uſeful book for that, purpoſe) it was not to de- 
| Part from, that tribe ill Chriſt came, and then 
it ſhould depart now, from the time c of. David 
unto che Captivity of Babylon, * There Was a 

conſtant ſucceſſion of Kings in that tribe 
that t time, 3, but for the time ol the Babylogiſh | 
captivity, where there may ſeem to be ſame, dit- 
ficulty, it may be conſidered, that the ſceptrę 
or Goyernment Was not loſt. or* departed from 
Judah, but only intercepted, and that but for 
70 years 4 at moſt; ſo that within theſe, 70 years 
there was ſome remainder or beams of Judah's 
Sovexeignty in. Jehpiakim, who was of the. tribe 
of Judah, and in Daniel, who was in that tribe. 
Daniel, chapter 2, 25th. verſe, and the. 5th. and 
. 3th, Verſe, and was of. the King's ſeed; Daniel 
the 
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- the 1ſt and zd. Beſides all that were left of the 


ſceptre of the Jews was in the tribe of Judah ; 

nor was the ſceptre departed from Judah to any 
other tribe, which is the thing that ſeem to be 
eſpecially reſpected in this prophecy; but as 


there did happen a total, though but a tempo- 


rary intereiſion or ceſſation of Government 
among all the tribes, that was no prejudice to 
the truths of this promiſe, nor to the privileges 
granted to Judah above the reſt of the tribes 


after the captivity, The ſtate of the Jews, was. 
very various; ſometimes they had Governors 
put in by the Perſian Kings, as Zerubabel, WhO 


was alſo of the tribe of Judah; and ſometimes 


the people choſe Governors or Captain Gene- 
rals, as the Maccabees and others. But under 
all their viciſſitudes, aſter their return from Ba- 


bylon, the chief government was evidently and 


0 e ſeated in the tribe of Judah, as 


e great Council called Sanhedrin, wherein, 
though ſome of the tribe of Levi were mixed 
with thoſe of the tribe of Judah, yet becauſe 
they, together with other members of that 
council, had their power both from that tribe 
by which they were choſen, and in it and for it, 


the ſceptre did truly remain in the tribe of Ju- 


dah. How great and venerable this council 
and apthority was among the Jews may be ga- 
thered from the divine inſtitutions of it, Num- 
bers 11 and 16, whereby indeed it was to con- 


ſiſt of perſons indifferently choſen out of all the 


tribes; bur now the other tribes being baniſhed 
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and diſperſed in unknown places, and Benjamin and 
Levi, being, as it were, acceſſions to the tribe of Ju- 
dah, as acting in its name, and in a ſort incorpo- 
„ Tated with it, and now becomes, as it were, appropri- 
| ated to that tribe. And the whole land was called 
» Judea, and all the people Jews, from the predomi- 
nancy of that tribe above all the reſt. Beſides the 
great power and privilege anciently granted to this 
council. Deuteronomy 17. $th and gth verſe; and 
Joſephus largely deſcribes and magnify the power of 
it, who tell us that, the power of their King was ſub- 
ject to the Sanhedrims ; the Jews affirm alſo, that the 
power of making war or peace was veſted in that 
council, and Herod was tried for bis life by it ; and 
if it ſhould be ſaid, that the power of this council 
was in a great meaſure taken away, which the Jews | 
confeſs, John 18 and gr, and before the coming of 
the Meſſias, yet that don't at all confute that pro- 
miſe of Jacob's, becauſe in the prophetical ſtile, 
| things are often ſaid to be done when they are 
about doing; therefore in that ſenſe Chriſt might 
well be ſaid to be nigh, and even at the doors. 
Beſides, the Jewiſh ſenators had long ſtruggled with 
Herod about the Government, and did not yield if 
up until the laſt year of Herod, when they took 
an oath of fidelity to him; which was after Chriſt 
was born. Nor indeed with the ſceptre quite gone 
from them then, for that council ſtill had the power, 
though not of life or death, yet of civil and eccle- 
ſiaſtical matters; ſo that if the ſceptre was gone, the 
law-giver remained there ſtin; nor was their g- 
vernment quite de ſlroyed wht the deſtruction of 
C | Jeruſalem 


0 „ 
Jeruſalem by Titus. Now after the death of this 
Herod the Great, ſor there were ſeveral Herods, 


there was Herod the Tetrach, mentioned in the 14th 
of Matthew, and he it was that murdered John the 


| Baptiſt, verſe 10, but this Herod was particularly 


called, by way of diſtinction, Herod the King, 2 
Matthew, verſe 1 and g. After his death, the fin- 
_ gular providence of God ſo ordered it, that there was 
no more conſtituted of Judea under the title of King, 
though they are ſaid to reign, becauſe the Tetrachs, 


in their provinces, exerciſed a regal power; for. 


though Archelaus, who was by bis father's will de- 
clared his ſucceſſor to the kingdom, as he is ſaid to 
reign i in his father's ſtead, 2 Matthew, verſe 22, 
yet the Emperor and Senate of Rome was to confirm 
him; who made Archelaus tetrach of Judea, and 
Antipas, another of his ſons, tetrach of Galilee ; 
Philip tetrach of Iturea, and Lyſanias tetrach of 
Abylene. Luke 3 and 1. Pontius Pilate was made 
afterwards Governor of Judea, and theſe were all 
ſtrangers ; ſo that at this time the Jews were all un- 
der the government of. foreigners ; the ſceptre or 


government was wholly departed from Judah. And 


according to the teſtimony of Joſephus, who ſays 
that the Jews, after the death of Herod, and by the 
permiſſion of Varus, ſent an ambaſſy to Aguſtus, for 
leave to manage and converſe atnongſt themſelves, 
and according to their laws. There was fifty of the 
principal Jews joined in the commiſſion, and up- 
wards of $00 more of the city, that preſented to ſe- 


cond them. The firſt thing the Ambaſſadors en- 


tered upon in their addreſs, was au carneſt requeſt 
that 
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that they might be under the power of a King no 
longer ; and they began with the miſgovernment and 
the iniquities of Herod, their late King, He was a 
King, they ſaid, only in name, but in the exerciſe 
of his power he was a tyrant, and not only verſed 
in the common arts of oppreſſion, but fruitful in 
inventions of his own ; and they lived they faid uu- 
der perpetual danger and terror under fo mercileſs, 
ſo rapacious a maſter ; they were as much at mercy 
in their fortunes as in their perſons. A vaſt number 
of the nobility he put to death upon falſe and fri- 
volous pretences ; in ſhort, they faid, if the fierceſt 
beaſt of the foreſt had been ſet over'us, he would 
have governed us juſt as he did. But che begin- 
ning of Herod's reign, and the end of it, was all of a 
piece; for. he began with putting many of his rela- 
tions to death though never ſo near: he put to death 
Mariamne the Oueen, and Joſeph his brorher-in- 
law ; and Ariſtobulus, with Alexander, he put both 
theſe to death, which were his two eldeſt ſons. He put 
alſo another young man to death, an innocent youth, 
about 17 years of age, who had been erected High 
Prieſt, and was cut off the firſt time he appeared in his 
Prieſtly robes, upon a feſtival day, to officiate at the 
altar; when the people were highly delighted both 
with his perſon and for the qualifications of his mind, 
and gave ſtriking proafs of their approbation of 
him; but Herod, for fear heſhonld'gairrthe hearts of 
the people, ſent him away that night to Jerico, and 
gave orders to ſome of the Gauls to drown him in 
the lake, undet a pretence of*bathing wick him by 
wy 10 recreation, at che fam time, wich an inten- 
: C2 tion 
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tion io take away his life. Nom all theſe lives he 


took away in order to gratify an ungovernable 
phrenzy : not fo much ag one of theſe deſerved to 


die, ſo inſatiable was bis thirſt for glory and ab- 


ſolute power, as not io bear any competition. But 
the laſt bloody and horrid maſſacre that he executed. 
was aſter our Saviout's incarnation, Matthew 2, 
verſe the 16th, when he. ſent and flew all the chil- 


dtren that were born in Bethlehem, and in all the 


coaſts thereof, from two years old and under; ac- 
cording to the, time he had fo diligently enquired of 
the wiſe men, in hopes, no doubt, but among the 
reſt, of deſtroying the Meſſiah (not knowing that 
his kingdom was C of another. world), and that he was 
at the ſame time fulfilling. that which was ſpoken 
by the prophet Jeremiah, Suan che 31ſt, verſe 
15, thus ſaith the Lord, a voice was heard in 


Rama; lamentation and 1 weeping; Rahel 


weeping for her children, reſuſed to be comforted 
for her children, becauſe they were not. But Herod 
didnot long utlive this bloody act. before divine Jul- 
tice overtook him, and he died a moſt dreadful ſpecta- 
cle; and according to Joſephus, his diſeaſe looked 
like a JIudical puniſhment for his wickedneſs; be 


Vas parched up with a faint inward fever, that al- 


moſt. burnt his heart out, and yet ſcarce. ſenſible to 


the touch; he was tormented with an infatiable dog- 


eppetite, ulcers and cholicks in bis guts, phlegma- 
tic tumors in his feet and groius, part of his body 


putriſying and crawling with worms, a noiſome and 


painful tortigo, aſlhmas and cramps, contractions 


philoſophy, 


of the neryes; ſo that all men, in ſhort, of religion, 


101 


. 


philoſophy; and obſeryation, were unanimouſly 
agreed upon it, that the hand of God was evidently 
upon him ip this viſitation. But ſtill in the hope- 
leſs extremity. of this intolerable; as well as incura- 
ble miſery, he ſtill had hopes of life, and contibued 
laying out every where for phyſicians and remedies; 
but at laſt finding all his flattering hopes of Tife 
to be vain and deluſive, he took up a final reſolution 
for a farewell, and one of the horrideſt perhaps that 
ever entered into the heart of man. He ſent out a 
ſummans to all the eminent Jews in the country to 
repair immediately io him at Jericho, and not fail on 
pain of death. Upon their appearance, according 
to che proclamation, they were all ſhut up in the 
Circus, or tilt yard, one with another. He ſent, 
in the next place, for his ſiſter Salome and her Huf- 
band, and ſpoke to them to chis following effect. 
My time, ſays he, is drawing on, and I am opprE f 
with. pains, and fleſn and blood muſt yield to fate, 
which is no more than the common lot of mankind; 
it would be troubleſome, I muſt» conſeſs, that any 
thing ſhould be wanting to the funeral honours that 
belong to crowned heads; I know very well what 
ſort. of treatment I am to expect from the Jews, 
they hated me in my life time, and they wilf be 
glad td ſee me dead. But it is in the power of you 
two to give me eaſe yet in ſome meaſtite, even in 
my laſt gaſp; do but follow my council. and I yet 
promiſe myſelf the moſt honourable funeral ſolem- 
nity that ever any Prince bad under che fun, the 
moſt to the joy of my foul; and for a contlufion, 
a univerſal mourning, without one ſingle tear of hy- 
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pocriſy or affedation; wherefore, as ſoon! as ever 
the breath is out of my body; let the Circus be ſur- 
rounded with ſoldiers, and the word of command 
given to deſtroy every mam within the encloſure with 


the ſ word; but not a ſyllable of my death until the 


work be done; in the due execution of this order, 
you will lay a double obligation upon me, one, in the 


performance of my will, che other, in the celebration 


of my death with the honour of a princely mourn- 


ing. He accompanied theſe words with tears and la- 


mentations, - abjuring his relations, by all that was 
ſacred i in honor, faith, conſanguinity and friendſhip, 
to be true to him in the punctual diſcharge of all 


he had committed to their truſt. But, however, his 


bloody deſigns was not executed; for as ſoon as the 


King was dead, they vent diredly to theſe great 


men that were appointed to die, and told them they 


wist go home and follow their own buſineſs, for 


they had no farther occaſion for them. Now all 


this, Joſephus ſay, was without any injury, provoca- 


tion, or exception, or ſo much as any reaſon given for 
the doing it; but I ſhould rather ſuppoſe, if he could 
haye given any reaſon at all for his cruelty, that it 

was on the account of the dreadful diſappointment 
he met, with from the Wiſe Men, in not retutping to 
him. according to the orders which he had given 
them, 2d of Matthew, ch and 8th verſes, namely, 
chat they were to go and ſearch diligently for the 
young child, and when they had found him, to 
bring him word of it, in order that he might go and 
worſhip the child. (A ſtrange ſort of a worſhipper), 


hos as I ſaid before, when he tound his project 


defeated, 
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defeated, and was mocked of the Wiſe Men, it 1s 
ſaid he was exceeding wrath ; the beginning of the 
16th verſe. But if this was the reaſon, it is evi- 
dent Joſephus choſe rather to be ſilent on this head, 
and not carry his hiſtory ſo far; ſo that this was the 
final cloſe of King Herod the Great, after having 
reigned 37 years over the Jews, from the time he 
was made King by the Romans. 


All the account that he gives us concerning our 
Saviour is this. That about the time that Pontius 
Pilot was made Governor of Judea, there was one 
Jelus, a wiſe man, if at leaſt a man he may be 
called; he was a great worker of miracles, and a 
teacher of thoſe that were curious and defirous to 
learn the truth; and he had a great many followers, 
both Jews and Gentiles, This was the Chriſt that was 
accuſed by the princes and great men of our nation. 
Pilate delivered him up to be crucified. And all this, 
notwithſtanding thoſe that loved him at firſt did 
not forſake him. He was ſeen alive again the third 
day after his crucifixion, as had been foretold by 
ſeveral of the prophets, - with other wonders that he 
wrought, And there are a ſort of people that 
to this day bear the name of Chriſtians, as owning 
him for their head.” This was Joſephus's teſtimony 
of Jeſus of Nazareth. _ 


As to the wars of the Jews, of all the wars that 
were ever ſeen or heard of in this age, whether na- 
tional or civil, that of the Jews with the Romans 
was certainly the moſt conſiderable. The authot of 

f | this 


1 
this hiſtory was one that was a pitty in the war, 
and was an eye-witneſs to what was tranſacted on 
both fides during it; he therefore thought himſelf 


bound in honour beat 'conſcience to write the 
hiſtory of the whole war; which he did in his 


mother tongue, and it was tranſlated into Greek by 


Sit Roger Le Strange, Bart. And it is ſuppoſed 
that he wrote the wars of the Jews before he wrote 
his antiquities ; but however they were both com- 
Piled at Rome. He had no other motive in writing 
them than for the common benefit of mankind, and 
to avoid all impoſitions whatever, by other authours 


who attempted to do it in a partial manner, and out 
of finiſter views and calumny, and without being 


at all properly acquainted with what happened in the 
courſe of the war; and there is no doubt but it was 


| the mind of God that he ſhould write them, in order 
for the further ſtrengthening of the Chriſtian Religion. 


And he compleated his work in a very faithful manner. 
The firſt thing that gave riſe to this dreadful war, 
was, that in the reign of the Emperor Nero Ceſar 
there broke out a tumult at Ceſarea, upon a com- 
motion that ſtarted there betwixt the Jews and che 
Syrians, who lived promiſcuouſly together ; the Jews 
would have it to be their city, arguing, that a Jew 


was the faunder of it, meaning King Herod (but is 


thought by ſome he was no Jew at all); cheir compe- 
= could not deny a Jew was the founder of it, 
but they did not ſay who. But however they in- 
ſiſted upon it, on che other hand, that it belonged to 
che Gentiles, for if it was a Jews city they faid, 
* (n the Jews) would never ſuffer temples 
and 
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and flatues to be erected in it. They fell into ſuch 
heats upon this diſpute, that they took themſelves to 
their arms, and not a day paſſed but there was miſ- 
chief done; more or leſs, betwixt the forward men 
of the two parties. The Elders did all that was 
poſſible to be done by authority and advice to quiet 
the Jews on the one hand, and the Greeks, on the 
other hand, thought themſelves too good to truckle 
with the Jews. The magiſtrates and officers did all 
that could be done towards the quaſhing of this tu- 
mult, but it only made them worſe and worſe; ſo 
that Felix, who was their Governor, diſpatched 
away commiſſioners tu Nero, who were ſome of che 
principal men of both parties, in order to plead 
their cauſe before Ceſar; but the Ceſarean Greeks 
carried it againft the Jews: which ſentence laid a 
ſtrong foundation towards the proceſs of the war 
with the Romans; and it bore date the 12th of Nero. 

The Jews, not long after this, were affronted in their 
Synagogue: when the people were aſſembled for 
diyine worſhip, 3 ſpiteful Ceſarean ſet an earthen 
veſſel Juſt before the door, with a ſacrifice of birds 
upon it for a mock ſacrifice. This contemptuous 
mockery put the Jews out of all government and 
patience, to ſee their laws had in derifion, and the 
place profaned, and many other indignities that they 
fuffered; ſo that they ſent twelve of their chief men 
to Florus, who ſucceeded Allimas in the Govern- 
ment of Judea, with a complaint of what had paſ- 
ſed, and a petition for redreſs. Florus cauſed them 
| immediately to be taken up and bound for preſum- 
| ing to moye their laws from Ceſarea (hat was his 
D pretence), 
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pretence). This 4 of Florus firuck the Jews 


at Jeruſalem with horror and deteſtation, inſo- 
much that it put them all in confuſion, with bitter 


invectives, for the inhuman barbarities of Florus; 


for he till perfiſted in his tyrannical way, though the 
High Prieſt and ſome of the great men of the 
Jews would have pleaded their own cauſe, and 
preſſed it upon him not to let the innocent loſe 
their rights and privileges on Account of thoſe few 
that were diſorderly ; but Florus was deaf to all, 
and in a rage ordered the ſoldiers in the great 
market, in the upper town, to rifle the place and 
kill all they met with. When the ſoldiers found 
themſelves ſupported in their claim of the pillage, 
all houſes were alike to them, and all the inhabi- 
tants put to death without diſtinction. Several of 
the nobility that were ſeized, were brought to Florus, 
and by his order whipped and crucified, The 
whole number of the {lain that day, reckoning wo- 
men and children, (as the very infants at the breaſt 
did not eſcape), was 600 ; which was a very grievous 
calamity to the ſurvivors. Some time after this, the 
whole body of the Jews were involved in one com- 
mon cauſe from all parts, and fully bent upon a 
war with the Romans; but King Agrippa, in a very 


> 


long and bold ſpeech, endeavoured to diſſuade them 


from their intention; but it had no effect, (for 


they were determined, if poſſible, to get Florus out 
of his office; for he had by his avarice drained 


the province into ſo ſtarving a condition, that the 


inhabitants left it almoſta deſert for want of bread) : 
So Agrippa told them at laſt, chat they ſhould take 


the 
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the \ war upon 1 The Romans very . 
began to be lords of the univerſe, In a little time 
alter this, chere was a ſtrong party of the faction got 


together at Maſſada, a Roman garriſon, where they 


ſurprized the ſoldiers, put all the Romans to the 
ſword, and a guard, of their own people in their 
place. At the interval there happened a diſorder 
in the temple of Jeruſalem, One Eleazer, the 
High Prieſt, a deſperate young man, and a military 
officer then in command, preſſed ſome of his friends 
among the prieſts. not to receive any offering or 
ſacrifice, but from the nation of the Jews ; fo that 
of courſe Ceſar's ſacrifices that were offered, were 
rejected; all which ſtrengthened the war with the 
Romans. But ſome of the men of the beſt quality 
declared themſelves extremely difſatisfied with the 
novelty of the prohibition, and with great impor- 
tunities endeavoured not to have it ſo; but the mu- 
tineers were ſliff and inexorable, This occaſion 
brought together the Princes, the Prieſts, and Pha- 
riſees of the firſt quality, to adviſe what was beſt 
to be done at the preſent juncture; for they ſaw 
manifeſtly the mortal conſequences that would attend 
this tumult. They debated the point, and came to 
this reſolution, that they would try every method 
towards the pacifying the minds of the people. 
But they found at laſt that the multitude grew too 
ſtrong for the Government; ſo that they laid their 
heads together, and ſent 3 with inſtructions to 
ihe Roman Governors, and to Agrippa, in order, if 
poſſible, to make things eaſy for them; ſoliciting 
chem at the ſame time to come with ſome troops 
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to Jeruſalem, to cruſh. the rebellion in time. The 
lower patt of the town and the temple was already 
in the hands of the ſaction. When the ſoldiers 
were teceived into the upper town, they began a 
{ſkirmiſh with darts and ſtones, and fo to bows and, 
arrows, on both ſides without intermiſſion; and 
now and then upon ſallies and excurſions. They 
fought alſo hand to hand. The rebels ſeemed to be 
the more daring, but the King's men underflood the. 
art of war the better of the two. The thing they 
principally preſſed, was the forcing the ſacrilegious 
faction out of the temple ; while the faction laboured 
as hard on the other hand to make themſelves maſ- 
ters of the upper town. The diſpute laſted ſeven 
days without any manner of advance on either hand ; 
but with great laughter on both ſides. The feſtival 
of Zilophoria coming on, as they call it, which had 
the name from the cuſtom of carrying wood to the 
temple, to keep fire all the year long, which was 
according to the command which God gave to Moſes 
when they were in the wilderneſs, the 6th chapter of 
| Leviticus, 12th and 1gth verſes. Now there ufe 
to be a peculiar veſſel appointed for that purpoſe, 
viz; to carry fire in whenever they marched, in order 
to prevent ſtrange fire whenever they offered up 
their burnt offerings. But notwithſtanding the ex- 
preſs command of God, Aaron's two ſons the elder, 
were preſumptuous enough to mix their on inven- 
tions with the laws of God; which coſt them their 
lives, for a warning to all wha who ſhould pre- 


- Aame to do the ſame in any form whatſoever. The 


loth of Leviticus, iſt and 2d verles, Now this cuſ- 
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tom of preſerving the fire, as well as all other tites 
and ceremonies of the Jews, they were bound to ob- 
ſerve as long as the common wealth. of the Jews 
laſted, or until the Meſſiah came; and then to be 
aboliſhed and vaniſh away, as all ſhadows do when 


the ſubſtance appears. But to return to what was 


before mentioned, by way of order, viz, this ſaid 
feſtival drawing on, they excluded the rebels from 
their worſhip ; but while a party of Jews were- 
abroad upon this office, a band of cut-throats, 
known by the name of Sacari, from the privy dag - 


gers they wore, the name of the weapon being Sica z. - 


and their way of uſing them was, they uſed to 
take an opportunity upon great days, when the 
town was crouded with people, to put theſe daggers 
undet their coats; and mixing with the multitude, 
privately to ſtab their enemies ; and as ſoon as any. 
man fell, who ſo forward as they to wonder at the 
villany ? This practice went on a great while, not 
only without diſcovery, but the actors of it not ſo 


much as ſuſpeded. The firſt man that fell by theſe 


aſſaſſins was Jonathan, the High Prieſt, After chis, 
not a day paſſed for a good while without ſeveral 
executions of the ſame kind. This ſo ſtartled the 
city, that the fear, in ſome reſpect, was worſe than 
the miſchief; for it was as dangerous to walk the 
ſtreets, as to be in a battle. They ſuſpeRed every 
man for an enemy at a diſtance, and durſt not truſt 


their friends when they came near them; ſo bold 


and deſperate were the bravos in the exerciſe of 
theic profeſſion. And the King's troops being over- 


born both with hardneſs and numbers, quitted the: 


upper 
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upper town, and the faction immetliately took. pol · 
felfon of it, brake into the houſe of the High 
Priefl, and burnit the palace of Agrippa and Bere- 
nice to aſhes; propoſing, in the next place, to ſet 


fire to the office of record, ſo deſtroy both together, 
that the creditors might Rave nothing to hey for 


their money. Not doubting by this conttiyance 10 
draw over alf the beggars and debtors into their 


intereſt, and ſo to turn the {quabble into a. direc 
war of the poor againſt the rich; all this under the, 
colour of afferting their liberties. The keepers, i in 


fine, that had theſe papers and ſecurities in charge. 


abandotied tlleir truſt, and ſhifted away f for them - 
ſelves; and both records and office were all burnt. 
After this maim, to the firength and credit of the 


city, they applied themſelves more particularly to. | 


the proſecution” of the war, In this deplorable con- 
fafion” ſeveral of the nobility and prieſts were forced 
for” ſafety into ſinks and vaults; and ſome others 
got into the upper Palace among the King's troops. 
The faction contented themſelves for the preſent with 
the victory they had'gotten, and the miſchief they 
had done, and ſo lay ſtill a while and pauſed upon 
it; but the day following they attacked the caſtle of 
Aebitd; who in two days carried it by aſſault, cut 
the whole garriſon to pieces, burnt the city, ſo from 
thence to the Palace where Agrippa's troops had 
taken ſanctuary they divided themſelves into four 
bodies; till the Romans at laſt quitted the camp as 
not defenſible, ſo betook themſelves to the King's 
forts; the faction immediately breaking in upon them 


as. laſt as they quitted it, 2 all they could lay 
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their hands on, ſtripping the else of all the fux- 
niture, and in concluſion burning the camp. This 
fadion in Jeruſalem was the cauſe at laſt of more 
blood being ſhed than the Romans themſelyes 
were, . though their enemies; for the Jews at laſt 
murdered one another; inlomuch chat the blood 
ran down the channels, and piles of dead bodies in 
the temple, until che blood ran up to the very altar, 
and the ftrects and highways ſo chick with dead 
carcaſſes; | that there was ſcarce. any paſling, and 
the innocent involved in the dread of the com- 
man fate, as if themſelves were to be anſwerable for 
the guilty; yea the living dare not ſo much as bury” 
the dead. So polluted with perfidy and rebellion 
was this city, that there was never ſo mouruful, ſo 
univerſally ſad, and ſo deſpairing a - face of things. 
All theſe things took place before the Roman army 
even adyanced up to them; ſo that when they came, 
their. work was half done. After the Roman garriſon 
had taken refuge at the King's forts, as was ſaid be- 
fore, and the faction adding their own pleaſure, there 
happened a maſſacre of che Jews at Ceſarea, to the 
number of 2000 in one day, and not fo much as 
one Jew. left in the town; for Florus, the Gover- 
nor, had picked up thoſe few that fled, and ſent 
them in chains to che galleys. This butchery made 
the whole nation of the Jews ſtark mad; fo they 
divided into ſeveral bodies, and began wah ſome 
villages in Syria, and then laid waſte ſeveral of the 
bordering cities; as Philadelphia, Gebonitas, Go- 
raſſa, Pella, and Seythopoli. After this they 
Lk in upon Gadara, Hippon, Gaulinitis, laying 
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ſome places in aſhes, and burning others. So they 
advanced to the Tyrian, Ceſdaſa, Petolimais, Gaba. 
, and Ceſarea. They over - run Sebaſte alſo; and Aſk- 
calon, without any oppoſition; and when they 
had reduced theſe places to aſhes, they deſtroyed 
Anthedon, Gaza. They rifled alſo and laid waſte 
ſeveral villages upon the frontiers; and put to death 
as many men as they could catch ; and the Syrians, on 
the other hand, made Air terte of the Jews in the 
| vaſt numbers of them they put to the ſword, The 
tate of Syria was at this time moſt deplorable ; for 
every city had effectually two armies in it, and no 
way to preſerve either of them but by deſtroying 
the other. The days were ſpent entirely in blood- 
med; and the viſionary fears of worſe, made the 
nights yet mote uneaſy, and (darkneſs itſelf ſtrikes 
an awe upon che human mind, as it reminds us of 
the Divine Being). The Syrian's pretence was only 
to remove the Jews, but then they were ſo divided . 
about others, though they only ſuſpected to be Jewiſh, 
they thought it hard to put them to death only 
upon jealouſy ; fo they were afraid to let them — 
on the ather hand, leſt they ſhould be Jews. 
was a horrid ſpectacle to ſee the ſtreets — 
with dead bodies of men, women, and children, that 
lay there not only unburied, but not ſo much as a 
rag to cover them. It was the ſame cafe with the 
reſt of che provinces, beſides the dreadful proſpe&t 
of worſe yet to come, The Jews, in theſe provinces, 
had made war hitherto only upon ſtrangers, but 
drawing towards the borders of Scythopolis, they 
found as very Jews, in that quarter, their enemies; 
for 
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for the Scythopilan Jews joined with the inhabitants 
of Scythopolis againſt the other Jews, ſo that there was 
Jews againſt Jews in that quarter; and all the world 
knows, a houſe divided againſt - itſelf cannot ſtand 
long. For the Jews at Scythopolis fell upon the 
other Jews by ſurprize in the night, and cut them 
all off, to che number of 13, ooo, ſeized the pillage 
of their camp, and then went their way. This 
maſſacre at Scythopolis was followed in ſeveral 
other places. After that example, there was 2000. 
put to death at Petolemais; 2500 in Alkcalon; and: 
a. great number of the Jews put to death at Tyre, 
and more tied in chains. At Hippon, Gadara, they 
cut of all that were ſtirring and active, impriſoning 
the reſt; and at this: rate they were dealt with elſe- 
where, in proportion as they were hated or ſeared. 
But before I go any farther, it is highly neceſlary of, 
me to take notice of the ſtate the Alexandrian, 
Jeus were in, under the Emperor Caius Ceſar. 
Tiberius Ceſar was ſucceſſor to Auguſtus, and 
after him Caius , Ceſar, and then Claudius Ceſar, 
and after him, the Emperor Nero Ceſar; but it is 
hal happened in the reign of, Caius Ceſar that I 
would direct your attention to. And in the firſt 
place take notice, the Jews formerly were much 
in favour with Alexander the Great, who in acknow- 
ledgement for the ſervices they had ſorinerly done 
him againſt the Egyptians, made them free of the 
city ; granting them all mauner of privileges in common 
with the Greeks themſelves. And thoſe privileges were 
continued to them by Alexander's ſucceſſors; a pe- 
culiar quarter aſſigned them apart by themſelves, 
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where they lived in a manner ſequeſtered ſrom the 
converſation of other people; being likewiſe entitled. 
to the honour of {calling themſelves Macedonians ;| 
ſo that the natives of Alexandria could never endure. 
the Jews that lived there upon this very account. 
They thought they had too much favour ſhewu 
them. In the reign of Caius Ceſar, the Jews met 
with dreadful calamities and perſecutions. When, 
he had been but a ſhort time in the empire, he 
had the execrable blaſphemy to ſet / himſelf up for 
a'demi-god, and commanded the Jews; as well: as 
the reſt of his ſubjects, to pay him divine honour... 
Now the Jews were the only people he had to fear 
of all his ſubjects. they being a people trained from. 
the cradle, under the care of parents, tutors, and 
maſters, in the doctrine of Holy Writ; and the law: 
of nature; to the belief only of one God, the fa- 
ther and creator of the world; ſo that the Alex» 
andrians took advantage of this decree of Caius's, 
and all his ſpiteful practices "againſt them. He 
ordered his ſtatues to be ſet up in the temple at Je- 
ruſalem, and commanded Petronius to ſee it done, 
and make it death,” without mercy, to all oppoſers. 
Accordingly he marched with his army to Antioch, 
towards Judea. When the Jews ſaw him marching 
towards them, and had learned his buſineſs, - they 
told him, that the laws and cuſtoms of their coun- 
try would not allow them to ſet up any image what- 
ſoever in the repreſentation either of God or man. 
They told him further, that there was not a day 
paſſed, but that they offered up vows and facrifices 
oe Fong proſperity, * for the whole people of 
Rome; 
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Rome; but if he goes about to impoſe images upon 
us in the temple, he goes the right way to work to 
make the whole people of the Jews but one ſacrifice; 
and in that caſe, we ourſelves, with our wives and 
children, are all ready to give up our lives for the 
aſking; ſuch was their reverence and high venera- 
tion for the laws of God, which Petronius the. 
Roman obſerving he was ſo divided betwixt admi- 
ration and pity, to ſee the invincible force of 
ſuch a zeal for religion, and ſuch a multitude of peo 
ple united in the ſame reſolution, that the meeting 
broke up without any thing berig done. But the 
General the next day converſed with the moſt emi- 
nent among them in private, to try and brirg them 
over by argument; but finding all time loſt; his 
efforts vain and fruitleſs, he told them, he would 
very readily run the hazard of the diſpleaſure of his 
'maſter, and ſo diſmiſſed the multitude, and ſent 
immediately to Ceſar, with an account of what 
had paſſed. The anſwer the Emperor gave to his 
Jetter, was an order for the putting him to death, 
for not executing his command; but it fo fell out, 
that the bearer of this order was kept three whole 
months by the way through contrary winds; and 
in the mean time comes the death of the Emperor, 
by a quicker paſſage, and 27 days before the other; 
for he was murdered by Charcas, and ſome other of 
his ſubjects through a conſpiracy. All this befell the 
Jews at Alexandria, antecedent to the war I have 
been treating upon. I am now, obſerve, come into 
the old road again (but a very melancholy one), in- 
tending not to turn aſide either to the right hand or 
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to the left, leſt I ſhould get into ſome bye path, 
and not be able to find the way out again. In the 
reign of the Emperor Nero, there happened a deſpe- 
Tate tumult in Alexandria, betwixt the Greeks and the 
Jews. The Greeks being met in an aſſembly about 
an ambaſſy to Nero upon ſome extraordinary oc- 
caſion, there came ruſhing into the Amphitheatre 
a mixed croud of Jews and Greeks ; the Greeks ſer 
up an Outcry that the Jews were enemies and ſpies, 
and at the ſame inſtant leaped at them in a rage, 
and fel] upon them. They took three of the com- 
pany, and the reſt got away; and theſe three they 
dragged along with a deſign to burn them alive. 
This commotion brought in the whole body of the 
Jews to their reſcue, and immediately a ſkirmiſh en- 
Tued, and their Governor, Tibereus Alexander, did 
all he could to ſtop the rebellion in time; but find- 
ing all in vain, he ſet looſe upon them two Roman 
Aegions that were in the city, and 3000 Lybian fol- 
diers. They marched away to a quarter of the 
town where the Jews were ready to receive them; 
upon which a battle enſued, and they routed the 
Jews at laſt, after a ſharp conteſt, and cut them 
to pieces. Death and deſtruction, in fine, never ap- 
peared in ſo many different ſhapes. Fire, ſword, and 
pillage, without either tenderneſs for infants, or 
reſpect to grey hairs, or any diſtinction of age or 
ſex ; and the whole place flowing with gore. There 
were 3000 dead bodies piled up in a heap; and 
the implacable rage of the Alexandrians was ſuch, 
that although their Governor bid them ſtop their 


hand, chey ee to take them off from 


inſulting 


: 
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inſulting over the dead carcaſes. This was the 
ſtate of the Alexandrian Jews in Nero's time. The 
- Romans now began to be very powerful, and Cel- 

tius Gallas is made Governor of Syria; and he 
finding the Jews every where ſo hateful, made his 
advantage of it in a-vigorous proſecution of the war. 


He drew but his army, wich the aſſiſtance of Agrippa. 
and marched with part of it to Zebulon, one of the 


ſtrongeſt cities in Galilee. There was a great 
beauty of curioſity in the. buildings, much after the 
manner of Tyre, and Sydon and Berytus; notwith- 
Randing this, the General burat and razed them to 
the ground. From thence he over-tau the whole 
country, deſlroying whatever came in his way. 
When he had laid waſte the territory, and ſet all 
the neighbouring village in flames, he left them, and 
ſo back again to Petolemais; but the Syrian's hearts 
were lo {et upon the; booty, that a great many of 
them were leſt ſtraggling behind. The Jews em- 
braced this opportunity, and falling upon the plun- 
derers by ſurprize, they cut chem off, to the number 
of 2000 men, From Petolemais, Ceſtius removed 
to Ceſarea, and from thence ſent a detachment out 
of his army to Joppe, with orders to prelerve the 
place, if they could quietly get poſſeſſion of it; but 
in caſe the inhabitants ſhould put theinlelves in a 
poſture of defence, they ſhould then wait for the 
bringing up of the reſt of their army. The Ro- 
mans, in fine, aſſaulted the place both by fea and 
land, and maſtered it without difficulty ; for the 
people were ſo far from attempting to diſpute it by 
force, that they had not room left ſo much as for 


# 
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an eſcape. But they were all put to the ſword, men, 


women. and children, maſters and ſervants, without 
diſtinction; the city plundered and burnt, and the 


number of flain near 8400 perſons, They likewiſe. 


made havock upon the neighbouring places, laying 
the country waſte. put great numbers of the inha- 
bitants to the {word, ſeized their goods and eſtates, 
and buried their cities in aſhes. Ceſtius encamps about 

fifty furlongs from Jeruſalem, and the Jews make 
a furious ſally upon them; the Romans loſt about 
700 men in this fray, and the Jews 22. Ceſtius 
continued three days after this in the field, for the 
Jews lay watching for his remove upon the hills that 
overlooked him ; Ceſtius falls upon them, and purſues 
them to the walls of Jeruſalem. Bringing the army 
up to the city, he encamps near the palace, and the 
gates are offered him; but he ſlips his opportunity, 
and the Jews repair to the defence of the walls; 
the Romans are repulſed upon ſeveral aſſaults, and 
Ceſtius commits a groſs overſight. He quits the 
ſiege, and the rebels fall upon the rear, which was 
a dreadful blow to the Romans; they being notin a 
condition to fight or fly; and Ceſtius would have 
been loſt, but the Jews wanted day-light. The Ro- 
mans were obliged. to decamp, and the Jews pur- 
ſued them to Antipatris, and then gave over the 
chace. Upon this diſaſter, the moſt conſiderable of 
the Jews ia Jeruſalem quitted the city, as a ſinking 
ſhip 1 in a ſtorm; and Ceſtius ſends Nero word of the 
miſcarriage, IT” lavs theblame upon Florus. There 
was much about this time, alſo, a conſpiracy againſt 
the Jews at Damaſcus, and 10,000 of their throats 
| cut 
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cut in one hour, After this, the Jews ſettled their 
officers, civil and military. and Joſephus, the hiſto- 
rian;- is made Governor of both the Upper and 
Lower Galilee, And the firſt thing he propoſed to 
himſelf, was, to make ſure of the hearts of the 
people; an intereſt which he knew, even in caſe of 
the warſt, would atone for ſmall miſtakes, He had 
ſeveral conſpiracies againſt his perſon and Govern- 
ment, but he was protected by Providence, through 
which means he overcame. all his enemies. His 
method of government was this, he choſe a coun- 
cil of, 70,0ut of the elders and ableſt men of the 
nation; to this council of 70, he committed the 
whole government of Gallilee, under ſome few re- 
ſtrictions. He diſpoſed of theſe 30 Judges, 7 into 
every city, with commiſſions to hear and determine 
all common cauſes, in ſuch a manner and form as 
he had preſcribed, reſerving to himſelf the judgment 
of capital cauſes, and matters of great importance, 
he took alſo. into conſideration what was to , be 
done in order to ſecure them from abroad ; in con- 
ſequence of which, he took care, in the firſt place, 
to wall in all the deſencible places in the Lower Gal- 
. lilee, as Jotapara, Barſabee, Salamis, Braceho, Ja- 
pha, Segah, Tarichee, and Tiberias; and in the 
Upper Gallilee, Petra, Sepch, Jemnich, Mero. Selu- 
cia, Soaganes, Giſchala, and Gamala, Aﬀter he had 


fortified all theſe places i in Gallilee, he got upwards 
of 100,000 men out of Galilee, and furniſhed 


them all with old arms that he had picked up here 
and there. He fell to bethinking himſelf, in the 
next place, of che mighiy power of 2 and what 


it 
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it might be that made the Romans ſo invincible; 
aſeribing it, in the concluſion, to their obedience 
and diſeipline. He at laſt managed his army as 


much after the Roman manner as he could; unt ill 


he had got them to his own wiſh, While things went 


on in this order, one John, of Giſthala, laid ſeveral 
plots againſt him. This was a fellow that Was 


falſe, and crafty to the higheſt degree; and ſo poor. 
loreyerly, | that he had not wherewithal to be ſo 


wicked as he had a mind to be; never without a lye 


in his mouth; and he was as good at + believing 
falſe Nlories, 4 at ſpreading of them; ſraud paſſed 
for a virtue with him, and he could conch his beſt 


friends ; to chooſe, he was a great pretender to good 


nature, and moſt unmercifully bloody where there 
was any thing to be gotten by it. His ambition 
had no bounds,” and the feundation of his hopes 
was laid in his ctimes. He was fo naturally addicted 
to thieviog, that he taught himſelf the trade; for 
he began fingle, and fo went on, gathering of com- 
panions by 1 je one after another, till he came 
at laſt to 3 train of '{00 men; in which niimber 
there was neither a coward, nor a man that did not 
underſtand the” uſe of his arms; fo ſcrupulouſly 
careful was he of his choice, both for body and 
mind. The greateſt part of his troops was drawn 
out of the borders and villages of the Tyrians; by 
| which body of men he laid ſome cities of Gallilee 
waſte, and put a great many of them to the ſword, 
that had withdrawn, upon the apprehenſion of a war. 
He bad far greater things yet in his thoughts, and 


poching hindered him, but the want of money, from 
putting 
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putting himſelf at the head of a formidable atmy. 
And there was another fellow as bad as him at the 
head of another faction, one Simon Gioras by name, 
of whom more hereafter. And theſe two men were 
the principal caule afterwards of che deſtruction: of 
their brethren the Jews, and of their city Jeruſalem: 
After Joſephus had, through much fatigue and la 
bour both of body and mind, and many narrow 
eſcapes for his life, he brought Gallilee at laſt into 
a profound peace; and when that was done, Jeruſas 
lem was preparing for a war, and Simon the ſon of 
Gioras commit horrible ravages and cruelties/ in 
thoſe parts. Nero make Veſpaſion General of all 
his forces in Syria, in the room of Ceſtius, who. was 
a very fit perſon for ſuch a traſt, Veſpaſion and his 
ſon Titus advanced with a mighty army (for the de- 
feat of Ceſtius had made the Jews raſh and bold) to- 
wards Aſcalon, where the bodies engaged, and the Jews 
were totally routed; there were 10,000 killed, upon 
the place; ſo that the Jews were by no means a 
match for the Romans. Upon a ſecond engagement 
the Romans killed 8,000 more, and then Veſpaſion 
haſted away to Petolemais (where his. arrival was 
much ſooner than, upon a winter's march, could have 
been expected), and there joined all his other troops 
from all parts of Syria, and marched from thence to 
Gallilee, which was at the mercy. of fire and ſword. 
The Romans. In order to ſecure themſelves from 
„ {urprize, upon entering into an enemy's country. 
the firſt thing they do is to pitch and fortify their 
+* camp, not flightly or diſorderly. but with a regard 
to the condition of che place, levelling the ground 
F where 


[ 44 ] 


here it is uneven, and for the figure of it, in the 


© form of a quadrangle; in order to the diſpatch 


and execution of all this, they have their ſmiths, 
# carpenters and pioneers, and other workmen for 
+» fortifications/ to attend the army; the inner part 


of the camp is diſtributed: into quarters or lodge- 
ments for the officers and ſoldiers, and the outſide 


1 carries the reſemblance of a wall, where they 
u raife turrets at an equal diſtance one from the 
other, and in the intervals they have all forts af 
40 weapons to be uſed at a diſtance, as darts, arrows, 
«ſtones, $&c. inſtruments and machines alſo for the 
* caſting of them: This camp hes four large gates 
„for hotſe and men to pals and repaſs at pleaſure as 
* there ſhall be occaſion; on the inſide of it there are 
*« ſeveral ſtreets orderly diſpoſed, with lodgements in 
the middle for the head officers, and within them 
again a tent erected for the General, after the form 
olf ka little temple, a market-place, with ſhops and 
& ſtandings for artificers and tradeſmen, courts 
«of juſtice and tribunals for the hearing of cauſes, 
« as well military as civil, and take it all together, it 

looks like a city of about one night's growth; fo 


®wonderful is the diſpatch” where there are great 


© maſters to direct and many hands to execute; and 
if chis, in fine, be not enough for the ſecuring of 
* the quarters, it is but running a line of circum- 
valation about it at laſt with a trench of four cu- 
bits deep, and as many over to finiſh the work; 
* the ſoldiers have their arms fill about them, and 
* live in a kind of military brotherhood, orderly and 


enen with another; upon an occafion of 
ſetching 
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* fetching ol wood, water, forage, &c, they go out iu 
parties; ſo for their times of repaſt they do no eat 
now and then by ſnaps as every man Pleaſes, put 
all together; the trumpet; directs them, when, to 
« fleep and when to riſe, when to ſet che watch &c. 
So it is, in tine, that they do every thing by rule and 
command; in the morning the ſoldiers wait upon 
44 the Captains, the Captains upon che Tribunes, 
and then both Captains and Tribunes upon. the 
General, from whom they receive the word. or bg 
nal, and ſuch other orders to be communicated tg 
* their ſoldiers and ſubordinates as the occaſion re- 
* quires; at the end, that every man may be in- 
ſtructed in his duty, and how to behave bimſelf 
upon ation; how, or when to ſally. out, or when 
** to. retreat, and to do all things in order whatever 
* they do. The trumpet tells them when they ate 
to decamp, and then they take up their tents, 
„pack up their baggage, and prepare to be gone 
upon the ſecond ſounding: they load their carria- 
ges and ſumpters, and land ready to move, watch< 
ing for the word of command, as people do for the 
« ſign at a horſe-race when to ſtart. And at the ſame 
* time ſetting fire to che camp, which may be eaſily 
repaired by throwing up another; beſide ihat the 
« enemy ſhall make no benefit, Upon the third 
„ ſounding the army marches, and all poſſible care is 
taken to prevent ſtragglers, and to move every 
man in his rank. On the right band of the Gene- 
„ral ſtands the Herald, who with a loud voice put 
this queſtion thric over to the army (are you 
10 ready for a batile); the ſoldiers in a martial tone 
, 7 % and 
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and action returns him this anſwer as often over 
Aue are ready for a battle); nay, many times they 
Prevent the very demands, by ſtretching forth 


leit right hands, and other ſigns of joy and ſatiſ- 


„ Hadion, in hopes of ariſing to that iſſue, Aſter 
Vis the army advances with as much manly 
ec gravity and compoſure as if it were in the face 
Af an enemy. The foot arms are pot and breſt 
*with two ſwords, one on each fide, and the left 
* much longer than the other, which is about the 
e of a dagger. The General's guards carry 
ir javelins and targets, and all the reſt pikes and 
long bucklers, a ſaw, a baſket, a pick- ax, a 
* hatchet or ſcythe, a chain, and bread for three 
«days; ſo that the man carry little leſs burthen 
40 than the beaſt; The horſemen wear long ſwords 
irt to their right ſides; they carry a launce in their 
© hand, a buckler in a ſcarf hanging croſs the horſes 
10 ſide, a quiver with three darts or more in it, 
« broad pointed, and about the length of a ſhort 
100 javelin - their helmits and corplets like thoſe of che 
re foot. "And for the cavaliers that attend the perſon 
«of the General, their arms are the very ſame with 
« the reſt, only being choſen by lot. The troop 
* that have the luck to be ſo pitched upon, has a 
tight of precedence.” They do nothing in their 
« military enterprizes and combats that is raſh and 
© jinconſiderate, but their actions are the reſult of 
© deliberate councils, by which means their failings 


will be fewer, or thoſe that happen will be more 


*: eaſily redreſſed. They uſed to make uſe of one 
* misfortune as a precaution againſt another 
5 Wa maxim 


(an old 


Eg] 


„maxim and a good one) but ſome people are ſor 
the after wit; though even bought wit is better 
than none at all, providing that they do not pay 
too extravagant a price for it. This was the order 
of the Romans marching, encamping, and diſci- 
* pline, under the command of Veſpaſion and Ti- 
* tus, previous to their acceſſion to the empire.” 
Let it be obſerved at'the ſame time, if the Roman 
foldiers, or any other man fall into any unforeſeen 
calamity out of the reach of human thought to pre- 
vent, it cannot be ſaid that 'was for want of foreſight. 
Upon Veſpaſion's advance into Gallilee, Joſephus's 
people deſert, upon which Joſephus is under the 
neceſſity of giving over the war, and he withdraws 
to Tiberias. Veſpaſion takes Gadara by aſſault, and 
the Romans put all to the ſword, Joſephus 
Writes to the Council of Jeruſalem whether to fight 
or treat, but he not receiving any anſwer, found 
he had no time to loſe, fo ſlipped away out of 
Tiberias to Jotapata, He had not been there long, 
before a deſerter gave Veſpaſion notice of it, and 
that Joſephus was in a trap. Accordingly, Veſpa- 
fion advances with his army next morning to Jota- 
pata, and after beſieging the place, the Romans 
began next day to batter the walls; a deſperate 
fight enſued, which laſted all that day, and night 
parting them, they laid aſide their work and began 
afreſh the next day; which combat laſted hve days 
ſucceſſively. Jotapata was thought to be one of the 
ſtrongeſt places then in all Gallilee, and the walls 
almoſt impregnable; but Veſpaſion plies the ſiege 
1 all — vigour, and Joſephus uſed all the 

dexterity 
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dexterity and vigour that was poſſible for a General 
to do, inſomuch that the Romans were hard put 
to it, and Joſephus ſtood it to the laſt minute. 
One invention in particular of his put the Romans 
at their wits end. He put up a great many raw 
hides, in order to prevent both the fire and the ſtones, 
from the Roman engines, which, anſwered the pur- 
poſe beyond expectation. Neither were' the Jews 
wanting for valor on their. ſide. Veſpaſion at- 
tempts afterwards, by ſtratagem, what he could not 
do by force of arms, but ſeeing the invincible cou- 
rage and reſolution of the Jews, ſo that he could 
not accompliſh his deſign, he gave over the aſſault, 
and in a few days after makes ready to renew it, 
and gives his people their leſſon. There enſues upon 
this a bloody conflict, till the Jews are forced- to 
quit the breach; and one of them deſeried aud 
went over to Veſpaſion, gave him intelligence of 
the ſtate of the town; and adviſed him to fall on 


; about break of day. Veſpaſion conſiders of it, 


takes his time, and carries it by a ſileut march} 
When they had got poſſeſſion of the town, the Jews 
were between fleeping and waking, and ſome did 
not- wake till they felt the danger, and convinced, 
by dying; that they were undone, There was 
49,000 men killed in this fiege, the city razed, and 
and the caſtle burnt, and a Hrict ſearch is made for 
Joſephus dead or alive; at laſt they find him and 40 
more in a vault, and Joſephus is belrayed by a wa- 
man, Veſpaſion offers him quarter; he pauſes upon 
it; the Romans intreat him to comply; at laſt he 


calls to mind dreams and revelations long ſince paſt, 
| wherein 
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wherein God had revealed to him the miſerable 
calamities that were to attend che Jews, and the 


power and proſperity of the Romans; upon which 


he delivered himſelf up into the hands of the Ro- 
mans, and is in high eſteem both by Veſpaſion and 
Titus for his perſon and great talents. Veſpaſion 
encamps between Tiberias and Tarichee, which is a 
nurſery of ſeditious people. The Romans purſue 
the Jews up io the ſhipping, and Titus enters the 
town by tbe lake, and carries alt before him. From 
thence they advance to 'Gamala, and Titus enters 
the town without any oppoſition, and makes a dread- 
ful execution of it. From thence he marches to 
 Giſchala, where he meets with no repulſe; which 
puts an end to the conquelt of Gallilee, John of 
Giſchala abſconds from the place, and Rteers his 
courſe towards Jeruſalem, with ſome plauſible ſtory 
in his mouth about the Romans, and ſet the whole 
city in an uproar; and to mend the matter he ſends 
ſor 2000 Idumeans, in order to ſtrengthen his 
party. They came to bis aſſiſtance, enter the town, 
and commit a bloody maſſacre in the dead of the 


night, and put 12,000,pf the eminent Jews to death. 


There remained now only Jeruſalem to take before 
the Romans have finiſhed the war : Accordingly, 
Veſpaſion inveſts Jeruſalem, but in the mean time 
comes the news of the death of Nero, which cauſes him 
to ſuſpend his deſign for a while, and all things are 
put to a fland. In a few weeks after the death of 
Nero Veſpaſion is proclaimed Emperor of Rome, and 
meets with great veneration from the people, gives 
mw his liberty, with honours and rewards, 

through 
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through the intereſt of his ſon Titus, whom he 
ſends towards Jeruſalem; where he marches and 
takes a view of it. There he finds three fations in 
the city, all ſeparate parties. There was one Elea- 
zor ſet up theſe rebels in oppoſition to the people of 


| the town, and John of Giſchala puts in for himſelf, 
Simon Gioras encounters againſt John, and John 


againſt Simon, and the other factions in the upper 
part of the town againſt John; ſo that in fine there 
was nothing to be ſeen but the ſhedding of blood. 
At the firſt approach of Titus, the Jews made a 
deſperate ſally upon him, but they got away with- 
out much damage. They often overcame the Ro- 
mans by cheats and tricks, and by being acquainted 


with moſt of the difficult places about the town, 


they quit the firſt wall, and take themſelves to the 


ſecond; they make ſeveral bold attempts, but the 


diſcipline of the Romans is too hard for the hot- 


headed raſhes of the Jews. One ſingular inftance of 


their raſhneſs I would not paſs over (which was) as 
ſoon as ever Joſephus's companions had found that 


he was gone over to the Romans, thoſe 40 that were 


found with him in the vault at J otapata, all drew upon 
him with their ſwords, and threatened to kill him that 
inſtant if he ſubmitted to the Romans, or elſe fall 
upon his own ſword and fo kill himſelf. With 
this kind of treatment from his own people, Joſe- 
phus had a ſcrupulous fear upon him, leſt he ſhould 
be taken off before he could acquit himſelf of what 
he had in charge 'from Almighty God to commu- 
nicate to the nation of the Jews, That he entered 
into a reaſoning of the caſe with them, reminding. 

| them 


t 
| 
1 
I 
1 
f 
t 
1 
f 
] 
] 
] 
\ 
0 
1 
| 
| 
1 
( 
t 
{ 
I 
0 
1 
t 
I 
| 
t 
t 
I 
| 
E 
\ 


15 
them of the abſurdity of talking ſo much about li- 
berty, and they would not be ſlaves to the Romans. 


Whereas he obſerved to them they could not be 
more ſlaves than they were already, and if the Ro- 


mans have a mind to ſpare an enemy, ſays he, ſhalt 


that enemy, on the other hand, be ſo cruel as not 


to ſpare himſelf, or ſo fooliſh as to be more rigo- 


rous in his own caſe than he would have an enemy 
to be? Pointing out to them at the ſame time the 


horrid impieties of ſelf-murder, its being contrary 


to nature; and a ſacrilegious wickedneſs againſt God 
himſelf, As it is from God we receive life, and the 
preſervation of it from the innumerable dangers we 


are expoſed to (particularly in the hours of ſlumber,” 


when our ſenſes are locked up as a priſoner in a 
caſtle). And then again he reminded them of the 
vaſt importance of the ſoul; of its being a divine 


particle, and infuſed into our fleſh by the Almighty | 


power of God after the formation of our bodies; 
ol its original frame, it being made in the image of 
God, viz, ſpiritual, inviſible, and immortal, and' 
therefore it never can die, Notwithſtanding the 
ſeparation between the ſoul and -body at death, it 
muſt have its exiſtence either in a ſtate of happineſs 


or miſery, This was the ſubflance of his argu- 


ment to theſe infatuated people, but they were deaf 
to all, like men devoted to deſtruction; and finding 
nothing would do but reaſoning, he made this pro- 
poſal to them. Well, ſays he, ſince death is the 
thing you are reſolved upon, what have we more 
to do than to caſt lots one after another for our 
lives, and he ſtill upon whom the lot falls to be 
killed by the next man, and ſo every man to take 


his fortune round after this method. That will pre- 


vent the ſelf murder; for it would be unreaſonable,. 
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; when part of us are dead, that any of the reſt ſhould 

repent and eſcape. They were all pleaſed with the 
© equity of the ching; ſo they. caſt lots, and the per- 
ſous on whom they fell were ſucceſſively put to death 
by the next; man, not doubting but it would come 
to the General's. turn at laſt; pleaſing themſelves 
with the hopes of dying in his company, Jt came 
to this at laft that there was only Joſephus and 


one more remaining out of the whole number; here- 


upon Joſephus entered into this deliberation. If 
we caſt lots once again, either my friend. muſt kill 
me or I muſt kill him, and dip my hands in the 
blood of my countryman; ſo that Joſephus in this 
difficulty prevailed with his companion to live, which 
freed him at laſt from all his troubles. The next 
combat the Romans had with the Jews was a very 
ſevere one: the Jews for ſame time got the better of 
them; at laſt Titus recovers the day and gets the 
ſecond wall. The famine at the ſame time in the 
city is as great a calamity as the war, inſomuch that 
the city was all wrapped up in a profound ſilence, 
and heaps of dead bodies piled up together in the 
ſtreets through a tormenting hunger, and young men 
walking about like ſo many gholts; wheat was 
valued at that time at the rate of a talent a buſhel, 
The ſtate of Jeruſalem was every day worſe and 
worſe. It was a horrid ſpectacle to ſee the ſtreets 
coyered with carcaſes wallowing in blood, they that 
had any life at all, and the air infected with the ſmell 
of them. The Romans were all this time at work 
upoa them, but intreating of them in the mean time 
to be at peace among themſelves, and, if poſſible, to 
. preſerve the city. Joſephus alſo harangued them 
- upon the wall in a very pathetic ſpeech, which 
dre tears from his own eyes; but not one jot were 
the 


— 
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the faction ſoftened by it. Titus' conſults a Coun- 
cil of officers upon it; ſome are for puſhing it to a 
battle; ſome for making good the ramparts, and 
others for intercepting proviſions, Titus orders the 
running up of a wall, the compaſs of which was 
39 furlongs, and it was finiſhed in three days. 
The fate of Jeruſalem is now drawing on, and 
God puniſhes the Jews by the hands of the Ro- 
mans; for Titus is forced upon the war, Batte- 
ries and mines ſignify nothing. Titus tries ſcaling 
ladders, and the Jews make a ſtout reſiſtance. The 
Romans on the other hand behave themſelves 
bravely. Titus orders the Romans to ſet fire to the 
gates, and the Jews are wrapped up in flames. 
One of the ſoldiers ſets fire to the Temple, at the 
ſame time commits a dreadful maſſacre, and ſpare 
neither age, ſex, nor quality, "The Temple is con- 
ſumed to aſhes, with all belonging to it, and 600 
poor people that got there for ſanctuary. There 
was ſeveral forebodings of theſe calamities ſeen in 
Jeruſalem a long time before the war came on; 
ſach as a comet in the figure of a (word; at 
another time there was a ſtrange light ſeen about 
the Altar; and a brazen gate one night opened of 
itſelf that always took twenty men to do it. There 
was cliariots and armed men ſeen in the clouds ho- 
vering over Jeruſalem; with other things beſide, 
Titus, while he is in the army, is proclaimed Em- 
peror of Rome, and he offers the Jews terms, but 
they refuſe to take them; upon which the Romans 
fall on with fire and ſword, take Jeruſalem and lay 
it in aſhes. There was nothing to be ſeen now but 
fire and blood; never ſuch a dreadſul conflagration 
ſince the time of Sodom and Gomorra There was 
upwards of 1,100,000 {lain in this war, and 97,000 
bu iſoners 
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Wen taken. This wag in fine the iſſue of che 
fiege; and when they ud they had cut off 
every ſoul, Titus ordered the ſoldiers to lay the 
City and Temple level with the ground, and to 
leave nothing ſtanding. Accordingly this order was 
ſo punQually executed, that all the reſt, particu- 
. larly the Temple. was laid ſo flat, that the place 
looked as if it had never been inhabited; which 
event perfectly correſponded with what our Savi- 
our told one of his Diſciples, When he came out 
of ihe Temple, his Diſciple ſaid unto. him, ſee 
what manner of ſtones ' and buildings here 1s. 
Jeſus anſwered, and ſaid unto, him, ſeeſt thou this 
great building? Verily I ſay unto you, there ſhall 
not be left one ſtone upon another, that ſhall not 
be thrown down. And thus it came to paſs, Mark, 
chapter 13, and the 1ſt and 2d verſes, Thus was 
Jeruſalem taken and utterly deſtroyed in the ſecond 
year, of Veſpaſion. It had been taken five times 
before by Azocheus, King of Egypt; by Antiochus 


-  Epiphanes, King of Syria, and by Pompey, He- 


rod and Sohus, This was the end of the moſt 
glorious city in the univerſe; a Paradiſe , turned 
into a deſert, Pſalm the 107th, the g3d and 34th 
verſes, The firſt founder of it was a Channitiſh 
King, as it is ſupppoſed, (whoſe name was Mel, 
chizedec) by the peculiar providence of God, and 
for a particular end; as the Apoſtle Paul have 
- lufficiently evinced. The firſt that dedicated this 
city to God, erected a Temple in it, officiated in 
the quality of a Prieſt, giving it the name of 
eg, which 99 05 was called Solyma. 
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